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American Flag Display and Pledge of Allegiance Policy
Purpose: To establish guidelines for the respectful display of the United States flag and the voluntary recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance in [Institution/School District Name], fostering patriotism while respecting individual rights and constitutional protections.

1. Display of the American Flag
The display of the U.S. flag shall adhere to the U.S. Flag Code (4 U.S.C. § 5-10) and promote respect for the flag as a symbol of national unity.

Daily Display:
The U.S. flag shall be displayed daily on or near the main administration building of every public institution, including schools, during regular operating hours, weather permitting (4 U.S.C. § 6(e)).
During school days, the flag shall be displayed in or near every schoolhouse, including classrooms, in accordance with state laws (e.g., Pennsylvania, Texas) and local policies.
The flag may be displayed 24 hours a day if properly illuminated during hours of darkness (4 U.S.C. § 6(a)).
Proper Handling and Display:
The flag shall be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously.
The flag shall not be displayed in inclement weather unless an all-weather flag is used.
When displayed with other flags, the U.S. flag shall be positioned on the marching right or in front of the center of the line in processions, and no other flag shall be placed above it (except for the naval church pennant during specific services).
The flag shall not be draped over vehicles, used as a costume, or displayed in a manner that allows it to touch the ground or become soiled. A flag patch may be affixed to uniforms of military personnel, firefighters, police, or patriotic organizations.
Condition and Disposal:
When the flag is no longer suitable for display due to wear or damage, it shall be destroyed in a dignified manner, preferably by burning, in accordance with a formal disposal ceremony (e.g., as outlined by The American Legion).
Special Occasions:
The flag shall be displayed at every polling place on election days.
The flag shall be flown at half-staff when ordered by the President, a state governor, or the mayor of the District of Columbia to mark mourning periods, such as the death of a government official or military member.
2. Pledge of Allegiance
The recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance shall be conducted in a manner that respects both patriotic tradition and individual constitutional rights, as established by West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette (1943), which prohibits compelling students to recite the Pledge.

Text of the Pledge:
The Pledge of Allegiance shall be recited as follows:
“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” (4 U.S.C. § 4)
Daily Recitation:
Schools shall provide an opportunity for students and staff to recite the Pledge of Allegiance at least once per day, typically at the start of the school day, as required by state laws in many jurisdictions (e.g., Texas, Florida, Iowa).
In Congress, sessions of the House of Representatives and Senate begin with the Pledge.
Manner of Delivery:
Participants shall stand at attention, face the flag, and place their right hand over their heart.
Men not in uniform shall remove any non-religious headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, with the hand over the heart.
Persons in uniform shall remain silent, face the flag, and render the military salute. Members of the Armed Forces not in uniform and veterans may also render the military salute.
Voluntary Participation:
Participation in the Pledge is voluntary. Students and staff may opt out without penalty or punishment, as protected by the First Amendment (West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette, 1943).
In states requiring parental consent for opting out (e.g., Texas, Florida, Pennsylvania, Utah), written consent from a parent or legal guardian must be provided at the start of the school year for students to be excused from recitation.
Schools shall ensure that students who opt out are not harassed, disciplined, or singled out. For example, a 2009 Maryland case resulted in an apology from a teacher who berated a student for refusing to recite the Pledge, reinforcing that students cannot be compelled.
Parental Notification:
In jurisdictions requiring parental notification (e.g., Texas, Florida), schools shall inform parents annually of their child’s option to participate in or opt out of the Pledge and obtain written consent for non-participation.
Schools shall maintain records of parental consent forms for students opting out.
3. Educational Component
Schools shall provide instruction on the history and significance of the U.S. flag and the Pledge of Allegiance, including:
The origin of the Pledge, written by Francis Bellamy in 1892 for The Youth’s Companion magazine to celebrate Columbus Day.
The addition of “under God” in 1954, as enacted by Congress to emphasize religious heritage during the Cold War.
The symbolism of the flag’s 13 stripes (representing the original colonies) and 50 stars (representing the states).
Proper flag etiquette, as outlined in the U.S. Flag Code.
4. Compliance and Oversight
Responsibility: The school Director shall ensure compliance with this policy, including proper flag maintenance and respectful Pledge ceremonies.
Training: Staff shall be trained annually on the U.S. Flag Code, First Amendment protections, and state-specific requirements for the Pledge.
Reporting: In states requiring reports (e.g., Oklahoma), the institution shall submit an annual report to the state education department detailing flag display and Pledge policies.
Complaints: Any concerns regarding flag display or Pledge practices shall be addressed through the institution’s grievance process, ensuring respect for constitutional rights.
5. Legal Considerations
This policy respects the Supreme Court’s ruling in West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette (1943), which prohibits forcing students to recite the Pledge or salute the flag, and Elk Grove Unified School District v. Newdow (2004), which upheld the inclusion of “under God” in voluntary recitations.
Schools shall avoid policies that infringe on students’ First Amendment rights, such as punishing non-participation or requiring recitation without parental consent in applicable states.
6. Exceptions
In cases of religious or conscientious objections (e.g., Jehovah’s Witnesses), students may be excused from participation without parental consent, provided they inform the school administration, in accordance with First Amendment protections.
Alternative patriotic activities (e.g., singing the national anthem) may be offered in place of the Pledge, subject to state law and school discretion.
This policy is a general framework. For a specific institution’s policy, consult your local school district’s handbook or state education department’s guidelines, as variations exist. If you need a policy tailored to a particular state or institution, please provide additional details, and I can refine the response.
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